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Section 1: Introduction
This Annual Governance Statement provides an overview of how the North of Tyne Mayoral
Combined Authority’s governance and internal control arrangements operated during 2020/21,
including how they are reviewed annually to ensure they remain effective, as the North East
responds to the impact of Covid-19.

Section 2: Scope Of Responsibility

NTCA was established on 2 November 2018 to give effect to a “minded to” devolution deal
which was agreed between Newcastle, North Tyneside and Northumberland Councils, the
North East Local Enterprise Partnership and Central Government. The devolution deal
represents a significant shift of powers, funding and responsibility from central government to
the local level. The deal enables the three councils to pursue through NTCA a shared ambition
for an inclusive economy. NTCA does not replace the three constituent councils, nor does it
take away any of their statutory powers.

Our vision is of a dynamic and more inclusive economy, one that brings together people and
opportunities to create vibrant communities and a high quality of life, narrowing inequalities and
ensure that all residents have a stake in our region’s future.

We will continue to work with the North East Combined Authority (NECA) on a number of areas
to support the region, including transport. To oversee strategic transport functions a North East
Joint Transport Committee has been established with members from both Combined
Authorities.

All seven Local Authorities are members of the North East Local Enterprise Partnership (North
East LEP) to support delivery of the objectives of the regions Strategic Economic Plan, which is
the North East’s plan for growing and developing a more productive, inclusive and sustainable
regional economy.

On 1 April 2020 accountable body functions for the North East LEP were transferred to NTCA
from NECA. As the accountable body or ‘Host Authority’ NTCA will support the North East LEP
manage its resources with all funding decisions being held to account through the NTCA.

NTCA is responsible for ensuring that its business is conducted in accordance with the law and
proper standards. It is also responsible for ensuring that public money is safeguarded, properly
accounted for and used economically, efficiently and effectively. The Authority also has a duty
under the Local Government Act 1999 to make arrangements to secure continuous
improvement in the way in which its functions are exercised.

In discharging this overall responsibility, the Authority’s Cabinet and Statutory Officers are
responsible for putting in place proper arrangements (known as a Governance Framework) for:

(i) the governance of our affairs and
(ii) facilitating the effective exercise of our functions, including arrangements for the
management of risk

In relation to (ii) the Authority has developed a system of internal control designed to manage
risk to a reasonable level. It cannot eliminate all risk of failure to achieve aims

and objectives and can therefore only provide reasonable and not absolute assurance of
effectiveness.

The system of internal control is based on an ongoing process designed to:



a) identify and prioritise the risks to the achievement of our, aims and objectives; and

b) evaluate the likelihood of those risks being realised, the impact should they be realised,
and to manage them efficiently, effectively and economically.
The Combined Authority has developed a Risk Management Strategy and Strategic Risk
Register which is reported regularly at meetings of the Authority’s Audit and Standards
Committee. This information can be found under the Audit and Standards Committee on the

Authority’s web-site.

Corporate governance is a phrase used to describe how organisations direct and control what
they do. The Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFAs) publication
“Delivering Good Governance in Local Government” (2016 Edition), sets a framework, and the
standard, for local authority governance in the UK. The Framework sets out a set of principles
which we test our governance arrangements against to consider the extent to which the
Authority complies with the principles of good governance as set out in the Framework. This is
reported through the Annual Governance Statement. It also enables us to monitor the
achievement of the Authority’s priorities and to consider whether those priorities have led to the
delivery of appropriate services which represent value for money.

The Governance Framework has been in place for the year ended 31 March 2021 and up to
the date of approval of the Authority’s Annual Report and Accounts.

This Annual Governance Statement meets the requirements of the Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 (6) (1) to conduct a review of the effectiveness of the system of internal
controls required by Regulation 3 and prepare an Annual Governance Statement.

Section 4: The Governance Framework

The core principles and outcomes of our Governance Framework are set out overleaf. This
includes examples of how the Authority has adhered to its governance commitments set out in
the Constitution and includes hyperlinks to sources of further information which include more
detail about how NTCA has implemented its commitments.
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Section 5: Annual Review Of Effectiveness Of Governance Framework

We have a legal responsibility to conduct an annual review of the effectiveness of our
governance framework, including the system of internal control. The review is led by Officers
and Members of Audit and Standards Committee who provide independence and challenge.
The review is informed by:

(a) An assessment of the Authority’s Constitution, including its committee structure.

(b) The views of Internal Audit. The Acting Chief Internal Auditor’s report to the July 2021
Audit and Standards Committee gives the following opinion on the adequacy and
effectiveness of the framework of governance, risk management and control in place
for the North of Tyne Combined Authority for 2020/21: The opinion of the Acting Chief
Internal Auditor is that the framework of governance, risk management and control is
satisfactory overall, at this stage in the authority’s development and given the range of
responsibilities it is required to discharge. This is a positive assessment of the control
environment of the organisation

(c) Assurance from Statutory Officers, including the Monitoring Officer, Chief Finance
Officer and Senior Information Risk Owner, through written signed statements.

(d) The views of External Auditors. The external auditor’s Audit Completion Report for
2020/21 indicates that an unqualified opinion is expected to be given on the 2020/21
financial statements. The report also sets out that the auditor has not yet completed the
work on NTCA'’s arrangements to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its
use of resources for the year ended 31 March 2021. The auditor has indicated that, at
the point of issuing their report, they do not anticipate identifying any significant
weaknesses in the NTCA'’s arrangements.

(e) The results of the Authority’s self-assessment of compliance with the new CIPFA
Financial Management Code

(f) Activity of the Audit and Standards Committee, including ethical governance
(g) Partnerships, including the North East Joint Transport Committee
(h) The Risk Management process, particularly the Strategic Risk Register

(i} Performance information which is reported to Cabinet and other meetings on a regular
basis.
Section 6: North East Joint Transport Committee and North East Combined Authority

Regional transport is operated and governed by the North East Joint Transport Committee,
bringing together the two Combined Authorities, which allows effective decision-making
across the region to ensure that the local needs and transport priorities are delivered. The
Committee receive regular updates on North East and Regional Transport Plans.

The Committee also receive regular updates from the Managing Director, Transport North
East, in respect of transport partnerships, including East Coast Mainline, HS2 and Northern
Powerhouse Rail.

The Joint Transport Committee, Audit Committee is also a key component of the corporate
governance arrangements and is an important source of assurance about the Joint Transport
Committee’s arrangements for-managing risk; maintaining an-effective control-environment;
and reporting on financial and performance matters.




The Joint Transport Committee also has an Overview and Scrutiny Committee to enable local
councillors, on behalf of their communities, to scrutinise and challenge the Joint Transport
Committee, its committees and Nexus, and to investigate matters of strategic importance to
residents with a view to influencing and adding value to the decisions.

‘Section 7: Investment Fund Programme & Brownfield Housing

Investment Fund Programme

Delivery of the Investment Fund Programme is well underway; £76.42m is committed against
a wide range of projects and programmes, with project delivery well underway. Forecast
expenditure for 2020/21 currently stands at c£20m. In addition, a healthy pipeline of high-
quality projects is in place with several significant investments planned in the coming months.
This includes investment in our digital and offshore sectors, enabling innovation in
businesses, as well as broader programmes of support to our residents and communities. The
Covid-19 pandemic has had an impact on North of Tyne residents and our economy. The
Combined Authority has worked closely with project sponsors throughout the last year to
provide additional support and enable the development of alternative delivery methods where
appropriate to realise outcomes. The impact of Covid-19 continues to be monitored.

An evaluation framework to capture our achievements and learning has been approved by the
Mayor and the portfolio holder for Investment and Resources. The approach taken has been a
process of co-design, including representation across all work programmes. Performance is
reported monthly, outcomes are slightly ahead of forecasts in terms of the creation of new
jobs and attracting private sector leverage. A bespoke programme management system,
shared with the North East LEP, was launched in April 2021 across all NTCA programmes. As
a cloud-based system, this will improve the efficiency of managing and monitoring
programmes across the Combined Authority and will streamline the interface with delivery
organisations for claims and output reporting.

Brownfield Housing

In July 2020, the Combined Authority secured £23.850m from Government’s £400.000m
national Brownfield Housing Fund. The funding will be delivered over five years up to 31
March 2025, to support the development of at least 1,500 new homes, by remediating and
revitalising brownfield sites across the North of Tyne area. The Brownfield fund is part of a
broader housing programme and pipeline of sites, shaping a strategic delivery approach to
supporting housing and economic recovery.

The Combined Authority has operationalised the programme at pace, working closely with
Local Authorities to establish a pipeline of projects totalling £21.5m by October and legally
committing £10m by March 2021.




Section 8: Adult Education Budget

In August 2020 the Combined Authority took control of a £23.145million Adult Education Budget
(AEB), secured as part of the devolution deal. An additional allocation of £959,064 for one year
only was received in September 2020 to invest in High Value Courses and sector-based work
academy programmes as part of the Chancellor's announcement on the ‘Plan for Jobs’ to
support young people during the COVID-19 crisis. For the period April-July 2021 NTCA have
also received an additional £409,894 of ‘delegated’ funding for the delivery of the Level 3 Adult
Offer of the Government’s Lifetime Skills Guarantee.

With Cabinet approval, the devolved AEB has been allocated to 29 education providers across
10 Grant Agreements and 19 Contract for Services (via the establishment of a procurement
framework).

NTCA have made use of the flexibilities afforded by devolution of AEB in relation to its funding
rules, rates and eligibility criteria to ensure the funding can be targeted where it is needed most.
We have successfully secured provision which is based in the heart of our communities for
innovative programmes that would not have been funded through non-devolved AEB.

The impact of Covid-19 is being closely monitored, both in terms of learner engagement during
the pandemic and providers performance against delivery plans and payment profiles that were
set out at the beginning of the academic year. Performance against delivery is reviewed at
quarterly monitoring points.

Providers have implemented innovative plans to ensure delivery continues. This has included
transferring provision on-line, supporting vulnerable learners through one to one video calls and
where classrooms have been able to open delivering to groups of learners with effective safety
measures in place.

NTCA implemented new funding flexibilities in January 2021 following consultation with
providers on the impact of the crisis. These flexibilities included a fully funded non-accredited
learning aim which can be utilised to provide informal activity to support learner engagement. A
further flexibility removed the requirement for employed residents to contribute 50% towards the
cost of their learning and enable fully funded accredited learning at Level 2 and Level 3 and
non-accredited work-related training.

The AEB team are exploring a number of options for consideration in relation to the
management of funding allocations for the remainder of this Academic Year (AY) 2020-21 and
for AY 2021-22 to enable providers to respond quickly and flexibly when lockdown restrictions
end.

Section 9: Significant Weaknesses In Governance and Internal Control

The system of governance (including the system of internal control) can provide only reasonable
and not absolute assurance that assets are safeguarded, that transactions are authorised and
properly recorded, that material errors or irregularities are either prevented or would be detected
within a timely period, that value for money is being secured and that significant risks impacting
on the achievement of our objectives have been mitigated.

The review highlighted no significant weaknesses in governance or internal control during
2020/21.

Section 10: Covid-19 Response and Recovery

The region, via its Local Resilience Forum and a range of additional partners, continues to
collaborate strongly in response to Covid-19. The LA7 Local Authorities from Durham to




Northumberland are actively collaborating at a political and officer level, and the NTCA has
played an ongoing role supporting these efforts and leading elements of recovery planning.

The Combined Authority has taken a proactive approach to support for particular sectors
impacted by the pandemic, including the continuation of support to enhance short-term skills,
jobs and inclusive economy interventions such as Kickstart, Youth Hubs, Good Work Pledge,
Culture and Tourism Recovery, Climate innovation and Growth of the Digital Sector.

North of Tyne’s Digital Inclusion programme was piloted in June 2020, as part of the Covid-19
response. It sought to provide 2,675 residents with technology to allow them to become more
digitally included. Primarily, this focussed upon providing equipment to school children, adults
enrolled in education and employability programmes and those in care homes across the region.
Through an investment of £686,000, the three constituent local authorities were able to provide
resources and support to those that it targeted.

As a member of the North East Covid-19 Economic Response Group, NTCA has worked with
regional colleagues to support the submission to government for recovery support and finance
for the North East. The Group has published its North East Recovery and Renewal Deal, which
asks government for investment to prioritise jobs and skills which will strengthen the economic
recovery, as we invest in our people, alongside infrastructure and innovation.

The programme of activity is built around five themes:

1. Job recovery: Rapid and sustained interventions to help people into jobs and training,
including a jobs recovery programme that will provide jobs and training for 20,000

2. Building the economy of the future: Maximising the potential of our existing assets and
exploring opportunities to enter new markets and supply chains — powered by innovation

3. Supporting businesses: Rapid recovery of businesses and sectors

4. Communities and place: Creating resilient places and strong communities as they adapt
to living with Covid-19, as well as other challenges and opportunities and supporting the
cultural recovery

5. Digital and connectivity infrastructure investment: Building infrastructure to lead
transformation and encourage future investment

In addition to this NTCA has allocated £10m of Investment funds to proceed with a North of
Tyne Recovery Innovation Deal supporting businesses, social enterprises and Local Authorities
to proactively innovate business models and sustain jobs in sectors that have been hit by the
crisis. This funding could be used to help businesses adapt to digital ways of working, creating
new Covid-19 secure spaces and supporting the development of stronger local supply chains.

Section 11: Governance and Internal Control Improvements

The review also identifies activities that may need improvement, but which do not constitute
“significant weaknesses” in our governance and internal control arrangements. These are set
out in Appendix A and will be monitored as part of the next review.

Section 12: Conclusion

We consider the governance and internal control environment operating during 2020/21, to
provide reasonable and objective assurance that any significant risks impacting on the
achievement of our principal objectives will be identified and actions taken to avoid or mitigate
their impact.




The annual review has shown that the arrangements for 2020/21 are in place and operating as
planned.

We propose over the coming year to improve our governance and internal control arrangements
and consider any lessons learnt during the period of the Coronavirus pandemic, as part of our
next annual review.

Mayor of the North of Tyne Combined Managing Director
Authority
i
Full Name: Jamie Driscoll Full Name: Henry Kippin
> / . Lo
Signature'r{jd_ el Signature: //&/ 7/)\-—\

Date: ' by Date: ({ /’7"%/ &S

Chief Finance Officer

Full Name: Janice Gillespie

Signature: \//é@/&

Date: (. [inc Ko A
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