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Decision Title: 

Create Talent Programme 

 
Is this decision Key or Non-key?  

Key 

 
If the decision is Key, has the decision been published on the Forward Plan? 

Yes  

 
Is this decision subject to Call-in? 

Yes 

 
Decision: 
 

Decision and approval: 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval of up to £4m from the Investment Fund for a three-
year, industry led skills programme supporting the North East’s creative sector – specifically 
music, arts, writing & publishing, and screen industries.  

Recommendations 

The Chief Executive is recommended to: 
 

i. Approve up to £4m of funding from the investment fund for the three-year Create Talent 
skills programme. 

ii. Approve the commencement of the associated procurement activity and award of 
contracts for the delivery of the Create Talent programme. 

 

 
 
Delegation:  
 

C24/7/24 North East Combined Authority Strategic Portfolio Plans 
 
This activity was included within the Strategic Portfolio Plans considered by Cabinet in July 2024, 
and the following delegated authority agreed:  
  
To progress subsequent business cases and make investment decisions associated with the 
activity described within the Strategic Portfolio Plans in consultation with the Mayor and relevant 
Portfolio Holder subject to the following thresholds which is included within the adopted Single 
Assurance Framework:   
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• Investment approvals up to £500k are to be approved by the Chief Executive, in consultation 
with the S73 Officer and Monitoring Officer, under the Cabinet approved delegated 
authority.  

• Investment approvals over £500k and up to £1 million are approved by the Chief Executive, 
in consultation with the Technical Officers Group, S73 Officer and Monitoring Officer, under 
the Cabinet approved delegated authority.  

• Investment approvals over £1 million and up to and including £5 million are approved by the 
Chief Executive, in consultation with the Finance and Investment Board, S73 Officer and 
Monitoring Officer, under the Cabinet approved delegated authority.’  

 

 
Consultation: 

Cabinet Member:  
Monitoring Officer:  
Director of Finance and 
Investment: 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
 

 
Name and Title of the Decision-Maker: 

Dr Henry Kippin, Chief Executive, North East Combined Authority 

 
Contact Officer: 

Michelle Stone, 
Head of Skills Programmes and Delivery  
 michelle.stone@northeast-ca.gov.uk  

 
 
Signature (Decision-Maker)  
 
Date of signing 20/11/2025 
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