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IntroductionNorth East Offshore Wind Infrastructure Programme

Call for Project Proposals - Information for applicants

Call Opens – 18/05/2026
Call Closes – 08/06/2026


As part of delivering upon the Mayor’s Plan for Green Jobs, the North East Mayoral Strategic Authority has allocated £19.5m of capital funding for the North East Offshore Wind Infrastructure Programme to: 
· Bring forward tangible investments that create jobs and growth in the offshore wind sector.
· Unlock the potential for accelerated growth – building on already world-class assets in offshore wind, subsea technology and the associated supply chain. 

The North East has been active in offshore wind since the inception of the sector. The UK’s first offshore wind farm was constructed off the coast of Blyth in 2000, and the region is a national centre for offshore renewable energy technology and innovation. 

1. Call focus – Eligibility Criteria
The programme will support the development of a robust pipeline of investable propositions with a focus on developing infrastructure in ports and quays to meet the needs of the offshore wind supply chain. 

Investment is broadly expected to be for, but not limited to capital investment in works, such as building, modification, equipment, project preparatory or delivery works. 

Revenue funding for detailed technical studies to enable delivery and investment will be eligible to apply to the North East Mayoral Strategic Authority Business Case Development Fund. The business case development fund allocated up to £250,000 per application, please note staff costs are not eligible. This is a limited fund and applications will be decided on a case-by-case basis.

A minimum North East Mayoral Strategic Authority investment of £3 million will apply to any single project. All project proposals will need to demonstrate at least 50% match funding from the applicant, although where a clear case can be made, other levels of match funding may be considered. We are expecting to fund 3-5 strategically scaled projects in the North East.

We particularly encourage project proposals to come forward which have secured funding from or align with the following investment opportunities programmes: 

• The Crown Estate’s Supply Chain Accelerator and Supply Chain Investment Programme.
• The National Wealth Fund
• Great British Energy Supply Chain Fund: Offshore Wind and Networks
• UK government funding opportunities


Applicants will be expected to fully complete finance tables within the application form to show a working breakdown of all anticipated project spend, including all anticipated match funding.

All applicants must be legally constituted at the point of submitting a project proposal.  Project proposals must relate to project activity in the North East.

2. Selection Criteria
Project proposals will be scored specifically against the following criteria:
	Assessment of Project

	Strategic fit with North East CA Local Growth Plan
	16 - 20
	
	11-15
	
	1 - 10
	0
	20

	
	Very strong fit 
	Moderate fit 
	  Low - poor fit
	No fit 
	

	Number of jobs created and economic growth unlocked (including potential future investment leverage)
	9-10
	
	5-6
	3-4
	1-2
	0
	10

	
	Demonstrates clear/relevant outcomes and potentially very good value for money
	
	Likely to provide some outcomes and represent reasonable value for money 
	
	Likely to provide limited outcomes and less favourable value for money
	Unlikely to meet any of defined outcomes or offer value for money
	

	Intensity of grant request
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	
	5

	
	10%

	20%
	30%
	40%
	50%
	
	

	Status of the match funding 
	5
	
	3
	
	1
	0
	5

	
	Fully confirmed 
	
	Most match funding in place
	
	Little match funding in place
	No source of match funding identified 
	

	Subsidy control risk
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	5

	
	Independent legal opinion supports compliant route or confirm no risk. 
	Applicant identifies a compliant route.
	Relevant subsidy control issues understood and clarified
	Relevant subsidy control issues understood but currently unable to be clarified
	No appropriate consideration of subsidy control provided
	Request not compliant. 
	

	Deliverability Risk
	9-10
	
	5-6
	
	1-2
	0
	10

	
	Considered to be have a high chance of success & completion by the timescales indicated - risks well managed
	
	Moderately likely to succeed and be delivered by the timescales indicated, some risks with strategies in place
	
	Management and delivery arrangements considered to be weak. High risk of failure
	Considered to have a very low likelihood of successful completion by the timescales indicated / multiple high level risks with no clear management
	

	
	Score 
	 /55



3. Pipeline Development and Selection Process
Project proposals will be scored against the selection criteria in this document, a minimum of 30 is required to progress. A score of zero in any category will result in the proposal being rejected from the process. Scoring will be undertaken by a panel made up of members of the North East Mayoral Strategic Authority plus other relevant advisory members. 

Following this, projects with a score of 30 or above will be invited to take part in a peer review exercise with the intention of strengthening proposals. As part of the peer review process projects will also be prioritised taking into consideration any restraints on timescales e.g. match funding requirements and deliverability of the project. 

The peer review process will result in a prioritised pipeline of proposals. Within the funding constraints of the programme, proposals will, in priority order, be invited to submit a full business case application. Acceptance of a project proposal to progress to full application stage does not in any way indicate or constitute an offer of grant from the North East Mayoral Strategic Authority.

Each business case will be progressed in line with the North East Mayoral Strategic Authority Assurance Framework and appraised against the HM Treasury ‘five case’ model prior to being considered for approval by the North East Mayoral Strategic Authority’s Technical Officers Group, Finance and Investment Board, and Cabinet (if required). 

Please note the call for proposals will be repeated at regular intervals to continue the development of the pipeline for Phase 1 of the programme which extends to 2029. 

Projects which score over 30 that are not invited to progress immediately as a high priority will still form part of the longer-term pipeline which will support the region in developing and evolving a constant pipeline of investment which can be utilised to make the case for further investment for the sector. 

4. Timescales and deliverability
Proposals considered as part of this call should relate to projects which can complete practical delivery of project activity by the end of March 2029; however, North East Mayoral Strategic Authority reserves the right to extend this date as required.

Projects must be able to demonstrate that the project activities are realistic and that public funds are required to fill an identified gap. Delivery and financial completion is required by the 31st March 2029, although longer term projects extending beyond this timescale will be considered. The project needs to demonstrate how this will be achieved within relevant timescales, with a business case supported by robust costings and clear delivery milestones. 

In addition, you must demonstrate that you have identified and are managing risks to delivery, this may include securing planning approval, match funding, and going through required procurement processes depending on the stage of development.


5. Subsidy control 
Applicants must consider and inform the North East Mayoral Strategic Authority whether subsidy control rules will be applicable to any successful financial award following development of a North East Mayoral Strategic Authority business case.

6. Outputs
It is envisaged that proposals could deliver against the following North East Mayoral Strategic Authority output measures: 
· Direct jobs created
· Indirect jobs created
· Additional floorspace unlocked (m2)
· Public and private sector leverage into infrastructure

Long-term outcomes and impacts
· Future private sector leverage from the offshore wind supply chain into flagship industrial sites
· Growth of the offshore wind supply chain in the North East
· 5000+ jobs created and safeguarded following inward investment and business expansion (as referenced in the Local Growth Plan Investment Pipeline)

The North East Mayoral Strategic Authority output guidance will be provided with the project proposal form.

7. Submission of proposal
We welcome informal contact, enquiries, and discussion from interested parties to help you assess the eligibility of your project or to answer any questions you may have. 

If you are interested in submitting a project proposal, please send the application form to offshore.wind@northeast-ca.gov.uk.

Before doing so please ensure that you have followed the guidance, completed all questions and entered an electronic signature.  This call for project proposals will open on the 18th of May and will close on the 8th of June.  Project proposals which meet the criteria and score more than 30 points based on the selection criteria will be asked to take part in a peer review exercise and develop business case. 

8. Other supporting documents
Please consider the following strategic documents that may help you with your application.

· North East Local Growth Plan-Local Growth Plan
· North East 10 year strategy for offshore wind (Energi Coast, North East MSA and Tees Valley CA) -10 Year Vision and Strategy for North East England Offshore Wind
· UK Modern Industrial Strategy-Clean Energy Industries Sector Plan - GOV.UK
· UK Offshore Wind Industrial Growth Plan- Offshore Wind Industrial Growth Plan - 2024
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