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Events Investment Programme 2027-2029
Expression of Interest Form
Important Information  
Over £6 million is available to support signature and grassroots events for 2027 and 2028, and funding requests can range from £10,000 to £500,000.
Signature events: Distinctive regional events that celebrate the North East's identity, attract audiences from across the region and beyond, and deliver cultural, social and economic benefits.  
Grassroots events: Community-led events that bring people together, increase participation and help local organisations grow their impact and long-term sustainability. 
EOIs will be assessed against the published eligibility and assessment criteria.  Selected applicants will be invited to develop a full business case and complete further appraisal and due diligence.
Submitting an Expression of Interest does not constitute an offer of funding. 

Application Timetable 
Open Call launch: 15 October 2026  
EOI submission deadline: 12noon, 26 November 2026  
Submit completed forms to: eventsfund@northeast-ca.gov.uk  
 
Before completing this form 
· Read the published Events Investment Programme Prospectus and Eligibility and Assessment Criteria; 
· Ensure the grant request is between £10,000 and £500,000; 
· Answer every mandatory question; 
· Remain within the stated word limits; 
· Submit the completed form and any specifically requested attachments by the deadline and 
· Not submit general promotional materials unless specifically requested. 

1.0 Applicant details
	Lead organisation  
	 

	Type of organisation Public/ Private/ Other (describe) 
	

	Address 
	 

	Local Authority area of registered office 
	

	Lead contact name  
	 

	Lead contact job title
	 

	Email 
	

	Phone 
	 

	Website
	 

	Does your organisation have appropriate governance, financial controls and responsibility for delivering the proposal? 
	 Yes / No

	Please provide a brief explanation if appropriate:













2.0 Proposal Overview
	Project or event title 
	 

	Proposed host location or locations
	 

	Local authority area or areas benefiting from the proposal
	

	Proposed delivery date or dates
	 

	Total project cost
	

	Total grant value requested from North East MSA 
	 

	Confirmed match funding
	 

	Lead delivery partners
	

	Please select the route that most closely reflects the proposal. 
Applicants should not select the March 2027 or March 2028 pipeline refresh opportunities.  These will be confirmed separately and will be subject to available budget, portfolio need and programme priorities. 

	· Activity ready for delivery during 2027/28. 
· Activity requiring further development for potential delivery during 2028/29. 
· Strategic Opportunity Fund proposal, where the published criteria for that route are met. 








3.0 Event Category
	Please select one primary category: 

	· Signature Event 
· Grassroots Event 

	Explain why this category is appropriate to the proposal (Max. 100 words)

	







4.0 Proposal summary
	Please describe:
· What you are proposing; 
· What makes it distinctive; 
· Where and when it will take place; 
· Who will deliver it; and 
· Why North East MSA investment is required.
(Max. 300 words)

	









5.0 Strategic fit
	Please explain how the proposal:
· Aligns with the published Culture, Creative Industries Heritage & Sport Strategic Framework; 
· Supports Mayoral priorities; 
· Contributes to what the North East wants to be known for; 
· Draws on the region’s distinctive identity, strengths and assets; and 
· Supports relevant cultural, sporting, visitor economy or community ambitions. 
Please identify the particular ambitions or outcomes supported. 
(Max. 400 words)

	








6.0 Reach, participation and inclusion
	Please explain:
· Who will benefit; 
· How many people will participate or engage; 
· Which local authority areas will benefit; 
· How underserved communities or particularly cold spots will be reached; 
· How barriers to participation will be identified and addressed; and 
· How the proposal will contribute to inclusive access and geographic reach. 
Please include estimates for: 
· Attendees; 
· Active participants; 
· Volunteers; 
· People benefiting from direct interventions; and 
· Wider audience or community reach. 
Please explain the basis for each estimate. 
(Max. 400 words)

	




Attendees: XX
Active participants: XX
Volunteers: XX
People benefiting from direct interventions: XX
Wider audience or community reach: XX



7.0 Economic, social and place impact
	Please describe the anticipated benefits of the proposal, including where relevant:
· Visitor economy benefits; 
· Local supply-chain opportunities; 
· Employment and skills; 
· Volunteering; 
· Community engagement; 
· Health and wellbeing; 
· Pride in place; 
· Regional profile; and 
· Longer-term cultural, sporting or social benefits. 
Please distinguish clearly between direct outputs and wider anticipated outcomes. 
(Max. 400 words)

	









8.0 Deliverability, governance and risk
	Please provide information on:   
· Your organisation's relevant experience; 
· Current stage of development; 
· Key delivery milestones; 
· Required permissions; licenses or consents; 
· Partnership and governance arrangements; 
· Principal delivery risks; 
· Proposed mitigations; and 
· Whether the proposal can proceed within the staged delivery period.  
(Max. 350 words)

	









9.0 Finance and value for money
	Please explain:   
· What the requested grant will fund; 
· Why public investment is required; 
· How the grant amount has been calculated; 
· How the costs have been estimated; 
· The sources and status of confirmed and anticipated match funding; 
· What other funding has been secured or sought; and 
· Why the proposal represents value for money. 
A detailed budget and financial appraisal may be required if the proposal progresses to full business case. 
(Max. 300 words)

	









10.0 Sustainability and legacy
	Please explain:   
· The lasting benefits of the proposal; 
· The environmental approach; 
· How environmental impacts will be reduced; 
· How benefits will be sustained beyond the funded activity; 
· The future funding or income model; and 
· Where the proposal relates to repeat activity, how future reliance on public subsidy will be reduced. 
(Max. 300 words)

	









11.0 Additionality and prioritisation
	Please explain:   
· What would happen without North East MSA funding; 
· Whether the project would proceed at a smaller scale, later or not at all; 
· What additional activity or benefits the funding would make possible; and 
· Why the proposal should be prioritised for further development. 
(Max. 250 words)

	







12.0 Pipeline consent
	If this proposal does not progress through the current Open Call, may the North East MSA retain the information provided and contact you about a future investment window?
	 Yes/No



13.0 Declarations
	By submitting this form, the applicant confirms that:  
· The information provided is accurate to the best of their knowledge; 
· The proposal has appropriate organisational authority; 
· No activity or cost for which funding is sought has commenced; 
· No retrospective costs are included; 
· The applicant understands that an EOI is not an offer of funding; 
· The applicant accepts that progression will be subject to assessment and moderation; 
· Shortlisted proposals may be required to complete a full business case; 
· Any award will be subject to appraisal, due diligence, Subsidy Control assessment, and budget availability; and 
· The information may be used for assessment, moderation, assurance and programme management in accordance with the published privacy information. 

	Name
	

	Role
	 

	Signature or electronic confirmation
	

	Date
	 



14.0 Submission Instructions
Please submit the completed form by 12noon, 26 November 2026.  
Submission method: Email the completed form to eventsfund@northeast-ca.gov.uk 
Applicants requiring the information in an alternative format or a reasonable adjustment should contact: eventsfund@northeast-ca.gov.uk   
Late or incomplete EOIs may not be accepted.


END












FOR NORTH EAST MSA USE ONLY
	Date and time received
	 

	Submitted by the deadline
	Yes/No

	Eligible organisation
	 Yes/No

	Eligible activity
	Yes/No

	Grant request within permitted range
	 Yes/No

	Proposal sufficiently complete to assess
	 Yes/No

	Strategic assessment score
	

	Moderation outcome
	 

	Proposed pipeline route or next steps
	 

	Officer comments
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