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Summary of discussions so far

• Emotions around the BREXIT discussions appear to have dropped, and the 
concern from most companies has abated

• For manufacturing sector number of companies are more affected by other 
factors than BREXIT, including oil and gas prices, global economic conditions 
or exchange rates

• Some concerns about ensuring continued access to international skills and 
regional visa quota system, particularly from service sector

• As the UK moves ahead with Triggering article 50, a need for NE to maintain 
positive messages about being open for business

• Need for the region to speak with one voice and influence Brexit discussions
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Department for International Trade – NE Update

Dr Marie Willson

Deputy Regional Director NE

EDRAB

15 February 2017

Overview of New Department:

Department for International Trade:

1. International Trade and Investment

2.UK Export Finance

3.Trade Policy

Ministers:

• Rt Hon Dr Liam Fox – Secretary of State

• Rt Hon Greg Hands  

• Lord Price CVO 

• Mark Garnier 

www.gov.uk

www.great.gov.uk

http://www.exportingisgreat.gov.uk/
http://www.exportingisgreat.gov.uk/
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International Trade and Investment:

Government Representation:

4 Super regions:

• NPH, ME, South, London and Devolved

• International Trade and Inward Investment 

• NPH – Marian Sudbury

• NE – David Coppock (Trade)

Operational Delivery:

• Inward Investment - one national contract

• International Trade – 9 contracts (ITAs) - NE - NEECC

International Trade – Key contacts:

Key Contacts:

• DIT Government issues – DIT RD NE

• DIT NE (and ERDF ) contract delivery/activity– NEECC

• Export Support (New Exporters/Export Value) - ITAs

NE Region – appointment with an ITA:   

• Tel: 0345 1360169 

• Email: northeast@mobile.trade.gov.uk

• NECA/LEP lead ITA: Simon Crosby

mailto:northeast@mobile.trade.gov.uk
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International Trade Support:

National:  www.great.gov.uk:

• Export Opportunities 

‘The demand is out there, you should be too’

• Selling online overseas (e-exporting programme)

• Find a buyer service

• Events, trade fairs, missions and webinars

• Country guides

• Export Finance

• DIT contract funds the locally based International Trade 

Advisers (ITAs)

• Oversea staff working in over 100 markets 

• Relationships with Commercial Partner

Example of a live opportunity
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http://www.great.gov.uk/
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NPH support for companies – 16/17

7

NPH support for companies – 16/17
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ERDF support (using DIT match funding):

Support via ITAs (Export Growth Plan):

• Export Development Fund

• Virtual Export Manager

• Specialist ITAs (automotive, healthcare, digital)

• Innovation in service

• Events and workshop programme

ERDF Eligible activity:

• Interim staff (including Managers/CEOs)

• Secondees

• Coaches and Mentors

• Non-Executive directors

• Virtual Export Managers

• Relevant CPD

• Language and culture training and support

• Export training

• Other relevant training

• Institute of Export costs 

• Management Development and Master classes

• Overseas travel and accommodation
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Summary of key points:

• DIT targets – new exporters and export growth

• DIT NE contract - employ ITAs/used as matched 

funding for ERDF for additional export support

• Export Support to companies– via ITAs/Export 

Development Plans

• Additional NPH funds for NPH Trade Mission

www.great.gov.uk northeast@mobile.trade.gov.uk

http://www.great.gov.uk/
mailto:northeast@mobile.trade.gov.uk
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